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Ondluesday,eéSeptemberel 1,682001,elemaychaveebeencthedastepersondneNewoY orkeCityeto
knowewhatéhadchappeneddodhedl winél owers.edavasdhomeewitheAlexdhatalay.etHeowvas
twoaatethedime.eDureplanewasetoegoeandevotednetheeprimaryeelection;dtewasetheeend eof
MayoreGiuliani’setermeineoffice.esBeforecthat,eweshadetakeneouteboxesenfeAlex’seclothes
fromotheopastowinter,osoowee couldefinde thingsetoetakeoone oureupcomingotripeto
Minnesota.eeltewouldebestheecelebrationeofemyefather’se65thebirthday,eandetheneRosh
Hashanah,eanddevasdheaabbieandecantordordheesmallegroupdhatemydamilyewaseaepart
of. @Alexeanddeweresittingepnahedloorefdisdbedroom,dryingeondongsleeveshirts.elhe
phoneerangeseveraletimeseinetheeothereroomestartingearoundemaybeel 0:00.esledidn’ tefeel
likeegettingeup.

Then,emaybeearoundel 1,elefinallysanswered.eeoltewaselLaurieecallingefromehereofficeoin
midtowneManhattan.edestartedetoetelleherssomethingeAlexehaded oneethatemorningessshe
interruptedeandesaidetoemeesomethingelike,o”“Dideyoushearewhatehappened?eslt’sothe
biggesteterroristeattackeever.” eeleassumedesheemeantesomeshorribleethingehappenedein
Israel;othat’sewhateterrorismemeantetoeme.ooButesheetoldemeeaboutetheeWorldeTrade
Center.

Lauriechadeheardeafterebeingedelayedeineasstoppedesubwayecar,ewhichewaseunusualebut
notamheardef.@dVhensheegotatf, ¢hedusesdnamidtownewerealsoslowauedodheextra
people.@Ataaouplewfstopssomeonesggotenanddoldeaboutdheelanesarashingantodhe
towers,dutenownedelieved.altewasevendharddodelieveasepeopleawereegatheredendhe
streetewatchingdl'Vseinetheewindowseofeelectronicsestores.eslaurieedidn’tebelieveewhat
shechadeheardeuntilesheegotetoeasplaceconelexingtoneAvenue, ewhereesheecouldeseecthe
smokeawithéherawneeyes.

Theewholeedayewasesurreal,ébuteofecourseditewasetheemosterealethingeofeall.eeA gainstethe
backdropeofesomethingeyouecouldehardlyeimagineoewnotojusteaneattack,ebuteaenon
sequitor;esomethingesoelarge,osomethingedroppedefromeanothererealityeessweodidethe
humanesizedethingseyouewouldedo.esWeetalkedeaboutebeingesafe.osLaurie’senfficeswasea
coupledblocksdfromethedUN, eandeacrossetheestreetefrometheelsraelieconsulate,eandeforethe
timeebeingepeoplecatoworkewereebeingetoldetoestayeinsidesbuteawayefrometheswindows
onethatesidefetheduilding.edVeecheckeddneascoupleemoreeimes,ebutetheephoneerircuits
intoetheecityewereessooneoverloaded.esdlecalledelaurie’sesisterseandeotherefamilyemembers



toaeassuresthemdhateweeweredkay,eandeventuallydoundeutethateaurieeandemyesister
Ellen,ealsoeworkingeinemidtown,ewouldewalkehomeetoeQueensesinceemassetransitewas
shutedown.

OfeeveryoneeineAmericadlemayehavesspentethedeasteamounteofetimeswatchingetelevision
thateday.eeBurningebuildingseandescenesoofodeatheandedestructionewouldemakeetheir
impressioneoneactwoeyeareold.eeleturnedetheeseteonebriefly,eandethereeswaseaeviewefrom
oneoofe theonetwork’se camerase onetope ofe aebuilding,o ande Alexelookedeandesaid,
“Helicopter.”ooloimmediatelyoturnedeoffotheoset.oo Weowentoouteforeaewalkeinethe
neighborhood;elepushedehisestroller,etriedetoemakeephoneecallsebutecouldn’tegetencline,
whiledFel 6sepccasionallydleweverauseoneaerlear,dbeautifulalay.

Iedidn’teseeeanythingewithemye@wneeyesedforeanothereday.eladrovedoeKidseReUsdoresome
ofetheeclothesetoereplacestheewarmethingseAlexehadeoutgrownesmifethereeswouldeevenebe
tlightseanytimeesoon.eeFromethesVaneWyckeExpressway,eoneacbridgeejustebeyondeShea
Stadium,dsawdhessmokeewhereeyouaisededtoseedhectowers.eRadiosstationsefeanllkinds
wereeplayingenlyepatrioticemusicdoredays;ewestaughtesomedoeAlex.ediseversionefeone
songewases’ GonnaeBlesseAmerica.” esletoldefriendseabouteiteandesaid, o’ Alexeisealread yea
Reconstructionist,eadollowerefdVlordechaiKaplan.”

Iehadeaneobligationeforethecholyedays,easethedeadereofenecongregation,ebutewasdtesafecto
fly?el oeamakedhatalecisiondor@urdaby?ePlusddeltstrangedhinkingaboutdeavingadNew
York.esWithetheswholeeworldefocusedethere, citefeltelikecdlowaseaeparteofehistory.eslehadn’t
livedethrougheanyetrulyehistoriceeventebefore.ooBeingeanyplaceoelse,ohowecouldethat
matter?edtewoulddedikealisappearing.

Weoeventuallyegotoeaeflight,eandedrivingethroughequiet,ocool,ecloudyeSt.oPauleonethe
weekendedideseemdikedeingefardromewhereeGod’seeyeseweredocused.esButewheneRosh
Hashanahebegan,e one Mondaye evening,o Septembere 17,0 lo felto differently.o o Ito was
comfortingetochaveeaeplacesweeneededetocbe.eelerememberingesayingethreecthingsetoethe
congregationeofemaybeod0opeople,egatheredeinethesappropriatelyenamedeJewisheWar
VeteranseroomeatetheeSt.ePauleJewisheCommunityeCenter.eeOneewas:esThankeGodewe
have thiseplacestoebessmtocbectogetherewithepeopleswesknoweandecareeabout,ewitheour
tamilies;ethankeGodeforetwoedaysewheneweeareealreadyesupposedetoebesthinkingeabout
rightendewrong,ezoodeandevil,eand¢healestinyafdheeworld.

Iesaid,eoremaybeelgusterememberingethinking,ethatenowethateourecountryewasedeclaring
itselfanesstruggleeanotdustewitheaneenemy,butewitheevildtselfessthowerouldeoneeman,ethe
presidenteofethedUnitedébtates,epreevenenesgreatacountry,eearethatéourden?@l ocstakeeon
alleofeevil,eonlyeGodeisegreateenough,eandegoodeenough, eateleasteatetheemoment.eeWe



needethesedtwoadaysetochidedfromethatesstruggledeforeeweeenterdtetoossoon.el ochumble
ourselves,etoegivestoeGodetheefighteagainsteevil, etoetrusteitetoeGodeateleasteforeastime.
Whileeweetryetoesorteoutewhateoureroleeis,eandehowetoeequipeurselvesetodiveeupetoethat
mission.@Vhichds,efeourse,sheamissionewealreadydhad,eevendhealaydefored)/11.

Thedastethingdesaidewas:edlookeatetheepowerenfetheenineteenchijackersessshowemanyethey
killed,ehowetheyehaveebroughtetheeentireeworldetoeattention,etoeaecompletechalt.esY etewe
eveneinethiseroom,eactinyecongregation,earestwicestheironumber.esSurelyeweecanedoeat
leastedoublecthateamountenfegood.es'hatewouldemeanctoebringeblessingetoethousandseof
lives.ooToeradiatevaofocusoofopeacevandejusticeothatowouldereverberateojusteasemuch
aroundetheeworld.

ThiseShabbat,eoureremembranceeofetheetentheanniversaryeofé/11ecoincidesewith Inl7amlal

NI N YD .esTheecopeningewordsesay,o Wheneyouegoeoutetoewareagainsteyoureenemies.”

Thedlorahesaysewhen,enoteif.esl'hedl orahesays,eyouchaveeenemies.esl'hedl orahesays,eyou
willaterertaindimesdeenakingewaragainstethem.

9/11ewasetheew orkeofeenemies.eeEnemieseofeAmerica,eenemieseofefreedom,eenemieseof
Jews.eeForesome, etheelamenteofed/11eisetiedeupeinetheedecadeeofewarethateweeareestill
involveddn,eandehedocusefethiseyear’seanniversarydseaeprayerdorepeace.al heeenemyes
waranddate,eandderrordnalldorms.

Toewhichelesay amen...but.e8I'hedl oraheremindseusethateenemieseareereal . esSomeeareenot
merelyeadversaries,ebutetheyeareelikeeAmalek,ewhoseewareisementionedeatethesendeour
parasha eswhoseecausealesecrateseGodanddseadbloteondhumanity,ewhoekilleandemaimethe
weakeanddnnocent.@Veawereattacked.e@Veeweredhurt.@We,decauseeofewhoeweeareeand
whateweerepresent.esI'heepathethatewillebringepeaceetoeAmerica,eoretoetheeMiddleeEast,
includeseaereckoningewithetheefacteofeenemies.eeEnemiesewhoecannotebeepersuaded,eor
incentivized, @rédoughteff.

Soemyecontributionetoetheegpamphleteforecomorrow’segatheringdorepeaceeatethedabyrinth
indNashuaewasetheeeveningeprayerewessayeeacheday.edVeeaskdGodetospreadeassukkahenf
peaceaverais,eanddhenewedistealldheaealedhingsehataredneheewayefepeace.@including
enemies,eincludingetheepast,eincludingeSatan, stheeforceeofeevil.eeNoeprayereforepeaceeis
reald¢hatevisheseawayedhedntractabilityefenemies.edtdsehardeworkedodringepeaceeutenf
war.eoAsetheefamouselsraeliesong, Shir~L’Shalom, putseit:eeyouecan’tesimplyewhisperea

prayer.



7"9’3'5}2 ﬂTQCﬁD? NN keeay~tzay~awnilchamah~aleyvecha “Wheneyouegoeut
toewareagainsteyoureenemies.” eAseyouemayehaveereadeoneyourestudyesheet,estheeword
tay~zay, “goeout”,ecomesewitheaeloteofeothereassociations.esThoseswhoegoeouteareelike
Moshe,ewhoewenteoutefrometheeasydifeepfePharaoh’sehome, ssawetheaealitiesefeslavery,
understoodeadargereworld,eandewasechangeddorever.@l'hesgoingeoutedfromeE gy ptewasenf
courseeaneexperienceevfedangereandefear,eofepossibility,eofegrowtheandeearning.eeGoing
outdsematuring.

ThedUnited&tateschasdbeenatewardordhesedeneyears,attackingeenemiesdneAfghanistan,
Iraq,eandethereplacesethateshieldedtheealdQaedaenetwork.eButehaveewesgrown?edlaveowe
learned@rematured?eDoevedknoweamoreeaaboutd¢hedargereworld?

Ishaveetoesayeandeitemayesurpriseesomeeofeyou,ebutelewaseinefavoreofetheewareinelraq
whenewedegandt,eevenewithedheeadoubtseaboutetheeweapons.eAsdesaid,eenemiesaareaeal
andewardssometimesenecessary.@Butechas¢hedUnitedStatesdearned, regrown?eNo.edVe
haveanot.

Weeemnotejusteoureleaders,ebuteyoueandelesmweshaven’telearnedeaboutelslameandethe
Muslimeworld.esl' llespeakeforemyself:esledon’tereallyeknoweanyemoreeaboutelslamethanel
dideteneyearseago.esledon’tehaveeanyemoreeMuslimefriends.eslchaveetriedetoereacheouteto
Muslimerolleagues, eclericsesmbutenoteasehardeaselecould.esOuregovernment’seengagement
withetheelslamicoworld,eotherethanethroughefighting,ehasebeeneshalloweandealmost
laughable,atethedevelafePR.

Wedhaven’tegrownepasteveryemanyeofethedllnessesefeoureownecountry. We, mosteofaus,
oremosteofeuseinemoreeaffluentosegmentseofoAmerica,edidn’tereallyogootoowar.coWe
continuede toe consume,o rathere thane investe ine cominge togethere ase ane American
community,eoreevenefundetheewarseouteofeoureownepockets.eeAndeheresweeareewitheso
manyeuteofework,efueledeinepartebyedisastrousenewdormsenfefinanceecookedeupewhere?
OndVNall&treetemjustandewdlocksdromeheauinsfdhed winel owers.

Weeareemiredeinetheesameefightsebetweeneliberalseandeconservativeseaseweewereeinethe
‘80seand#90s, eascifenothingehasechanged.eY ouecanesayetheepresidentehateseAmerica,eyou
canecompareeaeopoliticaleopponentetoeasterrorist,easeifethereewasenoerisketoethat, easeif
nothingewereatstake.

Theowarseweearedinenowearedikeeaemovie,ereadbillovechavedoethinkeaboutepayingesome
day.esWeedidn’tereallyegoctoewar,ewechaven’tefeltedangereorefearefrometheeputsideeforea
while.esSoewechaveenoteenlargedeourevisioneaseaenation.esWWechaveenotegrown,eletealone



beendransformed.

Iehopeetheeanniversaryetomorrowewillebe, efirstenfeall, eaedayethatepassesesafely.edVeeneed
toetakeetheedayetoereflecteonethesesthings,ebecauseeweeareeineaedifficultesituationeasea
nation,ebecauseeofewhatewechaveeandehaven’tedoneesince/11.eelfeleaderseandecitizens
takedodhearteanyefdhesedessons,eweaeanechangeaurepath.elfevedrulydeel¢heeweightef
thiseanniversary,etheneweewon’tesayethateoureproblemsearestooecomplex, eorewaiteuntil
after¢heelection.@Vealon’tehavedongdeforedhegpowerafd/11doanoveaisslipsaaway.

Whatderemembereassemuchesanythingefromethealayefd)/11ewaschowequicklyethearescue
andaleanupdegan.aeAlexewentetodeddhatenight,eandd aurieanddedurnedeonedhedl Veand
couldeseeowhatewasohappening.oe Alreadyeinetheoafternoon,ethereowaseaoperimeter
cordonedeoff,ethereoweresambulanceseandefireotrucksefromeothereplaces,othereowere
trucksehaulingetheerubble.esI'hereecouldehaveebeenepandemonium,eoreriots,eoreparalysis.
Instead,etheeveryeestepfedhumaneprganizationewasdneplaceeammediately,dneserviceafethe
veryeéestefehumanecompassion.

SometimeoinoOctobereoreearlyoNovembere2001,0afteroSukkoteandeSimchatoTorah,el
decidedetoegoedownetowardeGroundeZero.eeA eparteofemedfeltethatethoughechadebeenein
NewoYorkeone9/1,elohadn’tereallyobeenoaopartoofoit.ooAtetheotime,oloactuallyohadea
workspacednéManhattanenotefardromedowntown,ewheredewenteforesomeehourseasweek
foreagprojectdewaseworkingeon.elechaddhisestrangedeelingethatdewisheddehaddeenehere
onghealay.esfFromeheewindowenfemyefficedbuildingdewouldehaveeseensthedtowerseburn
withemyeowneeyes.esI'henelewouldehaveereallyshaveebeeneparteofehistory,ethenemyelife
thatedayewouldéhavedeeneconnected.edVhateacfoolishethought!eHowefortunateeweowere
thateneefaisawaschomeewitheurehildeond)/11.

Beforeegoingeinetoemyecubeethatedayeinetheefall, eletookethessubwayeasefaredowntowneas
youewereeallowed.eeFromeacfeweblockseawayeyouecouldesmelleackindeofeburningeunlike
anythingeehadeeveresmelled.ewAllethessmoulderingemetaleandematerialseofetheebuildings,
Iethought.esl hereewaseacfenceseteupearoundetheeperimeterenfethedl radeeCenterssite, eand
itewasecoveredewitheaeblackecanvasethateyouecouldn’teseeethrough,ewhicheannoyedeme.
Butelefoundeadlittleeslat,ecandelelookedethrough.eeAselelookedeatetheewreckagesandethe
smokeoelohadepreviouslyeonlyeseeneonsI'V,eleunderstoodewhyetheecoveringewasethere:
thisewaseaemassegrave.elestayedeonlyeacsfeweminutes,etossayeaeprayerdorethoseewhoehad
diedehere,doarhastiseamyselfdordeingamevoyeur,eandddeft.

Mayeourerememberingetodayedoehonoretoethoseswhoediedeonebeptemberel 1,62001.esMay
oureactions,einspiredebyeourememories,ebesasecourageouseandegenerouseasethoseewho
rusheddnédmmediatelydochelpais,deneyearseago,degindtoemourneanddheal.



